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wild. It is true we may be too much engaged with the

practical aspect of our profsesion. The general tone of
recent addresses, unfortunately, gives some colour to this
remark; but Medicine has been lately engaged in a struggle
for social and a political recognition which is not yet
secured. When the absorbing questions raised by the

creation of a system of State Medicine are settled, if

anything more can be done to raise the status of the stu-
dent seeking admission to the scientific profession of medi-
cine, consistently with a due regard to the exigencies of the
technical pursuit-such special requirements as are found to
limit the choice of recruits for the scientific corps in all ser-

vices,-our lay contemporaries may rest assured no pains
will be spared to attain that object; for the end to be

gained is not less dear to the profession than to its critics,
friendly or supercilious.

Annotations.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

" Ne quid nimis."

AT a special meeting of the Council of the Royal College
of Surgeons, held on Wednesday last, Mr. Erichsen
was elected a member of the Court of Examiners in the

vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Henry Han-
cock, and Mr. Le Gros Clark and Mr. Savory were re-elected
to the Court. This election, as we pointed out last week, is a
triumph in several respects. It shows that the College has
at last been roused to participate to some extent in the spirit
and enterprise of the times. In the general satisfaction
that will be felt at Mr. Erichsen’s election to the Board of

Examiners, it must not be forgotten that this election in-
volves a principle of the first importance to the profession.
Mr. Erichsen has accepted an examinership on the distinct
understanding that the examiners in surgery and surgical
pathology will henceforth be distinct and separate from
those in anatomy and physiology. It may therefore be

confidently expected that the alteration will at once be
made. The arrangement has, we believe, already met with
the approval of most of the examiners, some of whom will
be heartily glad to be freed from the responsibility of ex.
amining in anatomy and surgery. It is for this that wE
have so long contended. -

STRYCHNIA AS A "PICK-ME-UP."

BEFORE the Norwood case drops out of memory, it may be
desirable to point the moral of the dismal tragedy. The
use of strychnia (the active principle of nux vomica) as a
restorative is, it is to be feared, by no means uncommon.
It probably forms an ingredient in many of the mischievous
compounds known as 11 pick-me-ups," and is taken and ad-
ministered by unprofessional persons with a recklessness
perfectly astonishing when it is remembered that the drug
is one of the most potent and dangerous poisons in use
as medicine. Harm has been done by the lay-reading
of such passages as the following, which we quote from
Pereira’s " Materia Medica," a book, like all valuable works
of its class, intended for the use of medical readers exclu-
sively, but which, falling into unskilled hands, and being
consulted, as many weak-minded persons consult a

"Domestic Medicine "-much as they repair to a cookery-
book,-may be infinitely harmful and perilous :-" I have
seen nux vomica very serviceable in shaking or tremor of
the muscles produced by habitual intoxication. A gentle-
man thus affected, who had for several weeks lost the power

of writing, reacquired it under the use of this medicine."
Acting upon a statement of this kind, chemists and laymen
have dared to play with the drug, and the consequence has
been a perpetual risk of misadventure like that which

recently occurred at Norwood. There is not the slightest
reason to suppose the poor inebriated fool who poisoned a
woman the other day cherished a thought of committing
murder. He simply played with a weapon he had not the
power to use, and being more than commonly foolish on a
particular occasion, poisoned the person he meant to cure.
The lesson to be learnt from the incident is that the use of

drugs by people not acquainted, first with their nature and
properties, and then with the nature and functions of the
organism it is designed to treat, is aZways perilous. The

practice of handing about prescriptions and recommending
medicines which have been found serviceable in a particular
case to other persons supposed to be suffering from the same
malady, but to whom the 11 valuable remedy " may prove so
much poison, is fraught with extreme danger, and ought to
be deprecated quite as strongly and generally as the not more
childish practice of playing with fire. If the moral of the
11 Norwood mystery " is understood and appreciated, a cala-
mitous episode may serve to illustrate, and perhaps put a
stop to, a pernicious and reckless custom, which has often
been denounced, but unhappily in vain.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PUPILS.

THE art of administering encouragement, and offering a
suitable incentive, to young gentlemen commencing the

study of medicine, is not, it would seem, generally understood.
Mr. Richard Davy, of Westminster Hospital, may claim to
be the originator of a new system. It will require time to
show how far the method is successful, but there can be no
question as to its novel cliaracter, and unlikeness to the
modes employed elsewhere. Mr. Davy cannot be accused of
obtruding his discovery on public attention ; on the contrary,
he produced it under protest. The occasion was the delivery
of an 11 Introductory" on the 1st inst., and Mr. Davy 11 dis-
approves in toto of introductory addresses." He conformed
to the custom at the request of the Medical Committee of the
school he adorns, but was quite sure 11 students and teachers
would infinitely prefer one day’s pheasant-shooting to hear-
ing or giving an introductory." Looking to the sequel we
cannot but commend the preference. " As a surgeon," Mr.
Davy was considerate enough to promise he would "cut
down this sermon from one hour to fifteen minutes," and he

expressed a belief that his successor "might still further
reduce the volume of these fruitless harangues." Mr. Davy
is too modest. We should not be surprised to bear that his
recent address at Westminster had borne fruit of’a kind
which the astute lecturer would much appreciate, and led

. to the abandonment of introductories at Westminster " in
toto." The general views entertained by Mr. Davy on the

! subject of medical education are interesting and remark-
able. He does not attach much importance to " elaborate
teaching." A "self-reliant young man," Mr. Davy thinks,

’ will find 11 his own efforts suffice to pull him through."
" University residence and discipline " are, in Mr. Davy’s
opinion, to be " strongly insisted on," because the training
implied begets "a healthy tone and life-long friendships,"
and young men are saved from making the acquaintance of

- "some interestingly repulsive specimens of shark (squalidce),
known as London landladies." On these high grounds, Mr.
L Davy concludes that if he had to "repass" his time he
. would "commence a course of study by graduating as a
’ Master of Arts at Oxford or Cambridge." He is convinced
c that "it is by no means waste of time so tu do, and much
- inconvenience of preliminary examinations is got over."
Mr. Davy is quite right. If every student of medicine
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would only commence his studies by becoming a Master of
Arts, he would escape preliminary examinations; and if he
got himself dubbed &deg;‘Doctor of Medicine" before he began,
he would find professional examinations also "got over,"
and generally avoid a world of "inconvenience." But why
take this trouble to enter a profession which offers only the
allurements Mr. Davy is able to hold out ? a " Hospital phy-
sicians and surgeons," says Mr. Davy, "are for the most
part unpaid." This is really very extraordinary, consider-
ing that nearly all the appointments are purely honorary.
Medical officers under the Poor Law and in the services are
treated worse than they are paid, "and young practitioners
are not paid at all." Probably this last circumstance may
be explained upon the same hypothesis that accounts for
the predicament in which young and briefless barristers are
apt to find themselves. Mr. Davy personally has been for-
tunate. "For seven years’ hard work at the St. Marylebone
Dispensary" he " received one guinea." We regret that
the lecturer did not explain how he became possessed of the
coin in question. Was it for honorary work, or does it re-
present the balance of his receipts over his expenditure ? f
Mr. Davy also, it seems, knows 11 a very distinguished London
assistant-physician" whose" salary (!) equalled that earned
by the man who put the skid on the ’bus wheels at Holborn-
hill." Holborn-hill is not now extant, and we do not re-
member to have heard the salary of the man who put the
skid on ’bus wheels there when the hill was still in existence.
Nor have we any idea how much a very distinguished Lon-
don assistant-physician usually receives as salary. It is too

bad of Mr. Davy to excite curiosity on so many points and
leave it unsatisfied. The picture Mr. Davy paints of his
profession generally is so lugubrious that perhaps we ought
not to be surprised at the terms in which his lecture closes.
61 In conclusion, let me firmly assure you that your prospects
in life are most disheartening. ’*Your toil and ambition may
be equally great, but your pay and dignity will be equally
small. You have to deal with an ignorant and proud people."
The moral Mr. Davy deduces from this deplorable state of
things ia, that a young gentleman intending to enter the
profession ought " to resign at once any and every thought
of becoming a medical man unless he possessed three qualifi-
cations. First, independence; second, an aptitude for, and
love of, the profession; third, the readiness to pay a heavy
premium in this world for his prospects of reward in the
next." The application of the insurance principle to the en-
couragement of young medical students is a stroke of genius
in which the efforts of Mr. Richard Davy happily culminate.
If the students at Westminster were not encouraged by
this stirring address, possibly it will be wise not to repeat ’,
the effort for their improvement when the opportunity next
comes round. We are of opinion that introductories may be
made useful, but we doubt whether the course pursued at
Westminster is the most promising. 

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH AND
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

AT the close of a somewhat discursive discussion, fol-

lowing the reading of a paper in the Health Section at the
recent Social Science Congress, a resolution was passed
recommending that the Council of the Association should
consider the desirability of securing.by legislative enactment 
that all cases of infectious diseases should be reported to
the local medical officer of health. This resolution simply
calls attention to what is now felt by medical officers of
health to be one of the principal drawbacks to their useful-
ness. Until they receive early intimation of all cases of
infectious diseases, they certainly are in a great measure
powerless to control the mortality from epidemics. The

question, however, which has to be solved is, who is to be

bound by legislative enactment to report these cases to themedical officer of health ? The resolution above mentioned

in its original form recommended that medical men at-

tending cases of infectious disease should be made re-

sponsible for reporting them to the medical officer of health,
but this proposition was strongly opposed and was subse-
quently withdrawn, on the ground that it would be unfair
to the medical profession, at the same time that it would
not secure the reporting of those numerous cases which are
not attended by any medical man. In cases of infectious
diseases among cattle, the owners are bound under penalty
to report the fact to the police, and it certainly seems
anomalous that precautions pronounced by Ptrliament- to
be necessary for the safety of our cattle are not enjoined for
the protection of human life.. It appears to us that the

occupiers of a house in which a case of infectious disease
occurs, and relatives residing with the patient, might
fairly be made responsible for transmitting this important
and necessary information to the local medical officer of
health. 

____

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S TOUR IN INDIA.

THE Prince of Wales has started for his Indian tour,
bearing away with him the best wishes of everyone in this
country. Apart from sentiments of loyalty, which un-
doubtedly permeate all classes, and the political and social
interests connected with one in his exalted position, the
Prince of Wales exhibits many qualities and tastes which
make him popular with Englishmen, because they share
them. They can sympathise with his keen enjoyment of
sport, his appreciation of the pleasures of change and travel,
and they recognise a sense of spirit and broadmindedness
in his desire to visit the vast and distant territories united

together under British rule. It is natural that there should
be a certain amount of solicitude as to the Prince’s safety,
and it is equally natural that a certain number of gloomy
people should shake their heads, because gloomy persons
are to be found everywhere, and they would have no raison
d’&ecirc;tre if they failed to perceive some cloud or other in every
prospect. It is said, however, that life assurance offices do
not altogether like the Prince cf Wales’s expedition to
India. For our parts, we fail to perceive any adequate
grounds for believing that the Prince will incur, as far as
his health is concerned, any greater risks in visiting India
than in remaining at home. The climate of India at the
time the Prince will visit that country is as healthy as, if not
healthier than, England, and we m’ty be quite certain that
those of his suite who are possessed of an intimate knowledge
of that country and its diseases will neglect no precaution
in guarding his health and in so shaping his journey as to
avoid exposure to malarious localities and other places
where any sources of danger may be apprehended. Dr.

Fayrer, for example, in addition to the knowledge whichhe has derived from a long residence in India and an in-
timate practical acquaintance with the diseases incidental
to a tropical climate, will unquestionably have at his com-
mand all the latest and most reliable information as to the

sanitary condition of every portion of country included in
the Prince’s proposed route. We trust that neither matters
of policy nor pleasure will tempt the Prince to prolong his
visit, however, beyond what is coneidered the healthy
season, but that his departure will be timed so as to avoid
the risk and discomfort of the Red Sea in the homeward

voyage.
Meanwhile, his Royal Highness was more fortunate in

the weather he experienced in crossing the English Channel
than those of his suite who preceded him on Saturday, for
they had every opportunity of practically testing the effect
and relative value of the alleged factors in causing
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sea-sickness. Whether the lateral rolling or the up-
and-down pitching movement, in which the abdominal

viscera fail to accommodate their position to the pre-
cipitate descent of the rest of the body with the pitching of
the ship, or whether the combination of all these move-

ments, be most efficacious in causing sea,-sickness, they
should now be able to determine, if any of those who

happened to suffer in this respect had mental power enough
left under the circumstances-which we much doubt-to

analyse their sensations.

MEDICINE IN THE "DAILY TELEGRAPH."
PUBLIC OPINION on medical subjects is always largely

influenced by the lay press, which often fulfils a useful

office in interpreting to the outside world the steps which
mark to us the advance of our sciences. But it is im-

portant that no over-hasty generalisation, fraught it may
be with uncalculated danger, receives the stamp of current
circulation by its adoption in columns which are regarded
by their readers as an unimpeachable authority, and great
care should be taken to encourage as far as possible a wiser
tone of thought on many subjects than at present prevails.
We regret to have observed some neglect of these precautions
in the leading columns of one of our daily contemporaries.
The tone of two recent articles on medical subjects in the
Telegra_ph has been to encourage some serious errors. A notice
not long ago, accepting as unquestionable the alleged success
of the hypophosphites in the treatment of phthisis, placed
a remedy of most doubtful value before the public in a very
misleading manner, and encouraged, by its tone and state-
ments, that demand for specific remedies which at the

present day finds little encouragement in scientific facts.
A similar encouragement to popular error is to be found
in a still more recent article on the subject of an&aelig;s-

thetics, in which the writer, in the Telegroph’s most

norid style, calls for the discovery of a &deg; perfect anodyne
which, without peril or after evils, would give us absolute
control of this Devil of pain." On the moral significance
of the expression we do not comment, but would remark
that neither past experience nor present analogy gives us
any reason to suppose that any ansesthetio will be discovered
the use of which will be devoid of risk. No known facts

suggest the probability that we shall ever be able tb throw
at will the nervous system into such a condition as to bE
insensible to the strong stimulus to which it is naturally sc
keenly sensitive, except by exposure to influences whic1:
will entail danger of permanent injury. Neither by anorlym
nor anesthetic can suffering be abolished with perfect im.
punity, and, in proportion to the interference with nervous
function is, and always will be, the risk of immediate o
ultimate damage. Our contemporary would have done mor(
wisely in pointing out this clear teaching than in en
couraging hopes which past experience and present know
ledge alike forbid. 

____

THE MODERN PHYSIOLOGICAL SCHOOL.

DURING the late Medical Congress of Brussels, M. Marey
gave a conference at a clubhouse, kindly accorded for the
occasion, for the purposeof exhibiting the various mechanical
contrivances with which he gives mathematical precision to
physiological research. The Professor will certainly be
instrumental in reviving, with improved machinery, the
ancient school of iatro-niathematicians. As regards this
revival, M. Marey observed that, until within a recent period,
every investigator built up a physiology of his own, arbi-
trarily assigning certain functions to individual organs.
Now, however, modern physiologists chiefly rely upon the
aid afforded by exact methods and accurate apparatus
borrowed from pbvsics and mechanics.

The audience were much struck and interested by
the experiments brought before them illustrating chrono-
graphy-viz., the measurement of motion through time
and space. The apparatus, which we cannot describe here
(see l’Union M&eacute;d., Oct. 9th, 1875), is self-registering. Then
came ingeniously constructed myographs, pneumographs,
an.d cardiographs. An instrument by which the rapidity
of the circulation of the blood can be accurately determined
was subsequently shown, as well as one intended to register
temperatures. If medical men will add to this some method
of accurately curing disease, there will hardly be anything
left to invent. As to the ear, an important aid has just been
proposed by Dr. Weber Liel. This physician showed, at
the Congress of Griiz, a very cleverly contrived ear micro-
scope, which, with the ordinary sunlight, not only shows
the membrana tympani enlarged fifteen diameters, but the
normal and pathological movements of its different sections.
These latter phenomena are made manifest by connecting
the membrane with an india-rubber tube and a box, in which
organ-pipes have been adapted. The sounds of the latter
will indicate the force of the movements. Advantage is
also taken of the reflected light afforded by starch dropped
on the membrane.

FUNERAL REFORM.

THERE is one very remarkable custom in this country
which remains unaffected by the changes of time. It is our
funerals. Connected with these there is a thriving class
who manage to survive all attacks on their order-under=
takers. So imperious and tyrannical is fashion that few

people have the strength of mind and character to deviate
one hair’s breadth from the usual course in the matter of a
funeral. There is no need to warn undertakers of the

danger attaching to a condition " when all men shall speak
well of you," for they are a long way from having attained
that perilous position. Still, if people abuse, they are all

compelled to use them. Poets, satirists, and novelists have
depicted " the mockery of woe" of our modern funerals,
and laid bare its cruel shams; but, somehow or other, the
world is content to go on with practices which are revolting
to common sense and opposed to Christian sentiment. There
are a good many sensible people in the world who would
gladly welcome the cremation, the" earth to earth," or any
other system which would rid society of the very ugly, dis-
mal, and expensive mockeries connected with funerals as
they are conducted in this country. At the late Church

Congress in the Potteries several influential members of the
clergy and others discussed this subject of "funeral

reform," and it is certainly time that something was prac-
tically done by way of abolishing a host of things which
are a grievous burden to needy but respectable people, and
a source of worry and annoyance to all. The reform must

proceed from above down wards-from the upper, aristocratic,
and educated classes, before it can reach the lower and less
educated. To say nothing of the present system of funerals
being opposed to the spirit of Christianity, and utterly un-
worthy of people professing to be sincere believers in its
tenets, much of it is unmeaning. As the Rev. Dr. Collis

urged, would any man of common sense explain what
was the use of mutes, except that in funerals, as in

grammar, they invariably suggested the accompaniment of
liquids. What was the use of pages, except that they sug-
gested pages of the ledger which they would have to pay
for ? Why should the horses be made such guys af ? What
did particular plumes mean ? a Why were certain of these
carried by a page on a triangular tray ? Would anyone
say why these funerals were so dismal ?" The present
ugly custom extends from the house to the grave, and back
again. Scarves, streamers, weepers, hatbands and gloves,
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mutes and mourning coaches, are the concomitants of a
funeral in the present day; and sometimes these are pro-
vided from a feeling of ostentation, sometimes out of a
sense of respect and affectionate regard for the dead, and
in order that the deceased shall have a funeral equivalent
to his rank or position in society; and, very generally,
because the survivors at such a time have not the strength
of mind or moral courage to withstand the dictatorial sug-
gestions of the undertaker. Medical men and clergymen
have the opportunity of estimating the effects of all this in
many instances in impoverishing the family at the very
time, perhaps, when there is most need for economy. Then
the practice of supplying refreshments at the house from
which the funeral starts is, in the case of the upper classes,
an unnecessary and unfeeling infliction on the household,
and in the case of the lower it is sometimes even demoral-

ising in its tendency. Who has not seen, too, the returning
hearse pulled up before a public-house, whilst the men in
sombre garments were refreshing the inner man ? It is not
unnatural, of course, but it is an unpleasant sight. What
is wanted is that all who view these matters as we do should
set the example of having funerals conducted with the ut- 

Imost economy and simplicity consistent with decency.

ADDITIONAL REMUNERATION TO REGISTRARS
OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS.

UNDER Section 31 of the Births and Deaths Rpgistratiol
Act, 1874, an additional remuneration was granted t(

registrars of births and deaths, which it is estimated wil

cost the country about .810,000 a year, and be equivalent t<

an annual gratuity of X4 10s. to each of the 2194 registrar;
who make as many as eighty entries of births and death!
during a year. There are, however, a considerable numbe]
of registrars in thinly populated parts of the country, whose
districts, although of very large area, yield far less than

eighty entries in a year. Section 29 of the original and
principal Registration Act (6 and 7 William IV.) sanctioned
the payment by the guardians out of the rates to the regis-
trars of two shillings and sixpence for each of the entries
of births and deaths made in every year; the remaining
entries being paid for at the rate of one shilling an entry.
By the recent Registration Act every registrar is entitled to
half-a-crown for the first twenty entries made in each
quarter, instead of for only the first twenty in each year.
This, as we have stated, is in the majority of cases equal to
a gratuity of X4 10s. per annum. In order, however, that
this additional remuneration should not form a further

charge upon the local rates, it is provided that the amount
paid by the guardians to the registrars on this account
may be repaid to them annually out of a Parliamentary
grant for the purpose. This repayment will only, however,
relate to three quarters of the year, as the extra payment
for the first twenty entries in the first quarter of each year
was by the original Act defrayed out of the rates.

SURFACE DRAINAGE.

THE medical officer of health at Beverley (Dr. Stephen-
son), in his latest report, draws attention prominently to
a. matter of widespread interest. Considerable portions
of a district under his inspection he found " depending
only on surface drainages, and, owing to the town

system of drainage being insufficient, they cannot easily
have their condition improved." The common results of
this defect in a district are apparent when the rainfall
becomes excessive: the drains overflow, and the water comes 
back into the houses, carrying with it the impurities lying 
on the surface and much of the foul matter which has Ientered the drain. Before the main-drainage system of the

. metropolis was commenced-in the old days when the Fleet
Ditch, covered in and converted into a temporary sewer, did
duty as a general waste conduit, it was calculated that re-
gurgitation from the sewers to the drains, and from the
latter to the house-conveniences, always happened after
twenty minutes’ continuous rain. U ofortunately, surface-
drainage still exists, as the only system of sanitation in too
many districts. All appliances and schemes aimed to purify
districts labouring under this radical defect must prove abor.
tive. In short, it is no use patching up a system so defec-
tive. Summary reconstruction under the new powers pro-
vided by the Public Health Act is the only remedy.

OUTBREAK OF ENTERIC FEVER ON BOARD
THE "CORNWALL" SCHOOL-SHIP.

WE learn that in addition to the twenty cases of feveradmitted into the Seamen’s Hospital last week, there are
seventeen cases in the sick ward on board the Cornwall.
This makes the number of boys attacked with fever thirty-
seven, the total number on board being about two hundred.
We understand that an inquiry into the causes which led to
the outbreak will be undertaken by the Port Sanitary
Authority. The strongest suspicion attaches itself to the
drinking-water ; and a rigid inquiry will no doubt be in.
stituted as to the means that had been taken to prevent
this from becoming polluted with any chance specifically
contaminated excretory matters. This outbreak furnishes
another illustration how careful ship-captains and ship-
owners ought to be with respect to the character of the
water shipped on board their vessels. No water ought to be
shipped unless it is taken from a source sanctioned by the
Port Sanitary Authority, and all supplies taken from the
river or from river-side wells ought to be prohibited entirely.
We are pleased to be able to state that all the cases in the
present outbreak are now progressing favourably towards
recovery. ____

THE HARVEIAN SOCIETY.

THIS Society, following the example of the Medical

Society, has just instituted a course of lectures to be de-
livered annually. The first of the Harveian lecturers is Dr.

Sibson, who has chosen for his subject one which, it will be
remembered, he took up in the Lumleian Lectures at the
College of Physicians two years ago-viz., "On Bright’s
Disease and its Treatment, considered mainly in relation
with arterial tension from blood-contamination." The

lectures are appointed for December 2nd and 16th.

NEW PRETEXT FOR DELAY.

WE regret to find Liverpool in the van of obstructives
opposing or delaying the application of the Artisans’
Dwellings Act. It is with even greater concern we find the
local press shifting the blame to the shoulders of the local
medical officer. They allege that Dr. Trench has recom-
mended the corporation not to demolish some buildings he
has declared fit only to be demolished, until they have
ascertained " how far capital is likely to be placed at their
disposal for building up where they have pulled down!"
This is nothing more or less than creating a new pretext
for delay. We take it that a medical officer has nothing
whatever to do with the financial question. The question
whether the Government will be able to lend funds for the
schemes it sanctions is not in any sense medical. We
cannot believe a medical officer has hesitated to discharge
his obvious duty to the cause of public health lest he should
inconvenience the local corporation or the Local Government
Board, or, perhaps, even the Treasury. The aspect of affairs
in Liverpool and the tone of the local press are, however,
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bewildering, and require explanation. The laborious in-

activity of Liverpool contrasts most unfavourably with the
energy displayed by the authorities of Birmingham, as de-
tailed by our own correspondent in another column.

THE NEWCASTLE GUARDIANS AND THE
VACCINATION LAWS.

IT is gratifying to notice that the Newcastle Board of
Guardians, though instigated to talk nonsense about, liberty
by a communication from the guardians of the Keighley
Union, refused to pass the following resolution by a majority
of sixteen to nine :-&deg; In cases where persons refuse to have
their children vaccinated on conscientious grounds, and
when the persons so refusing have already been fined for
the same offence, this Board directs that no further action
should be taken against such persons." The liberty to have
small-pox, and thereby to convey small-pox to others, is a
liberty that we are better without. The mortality caused
by small-pox among unvaccinated children is 50 per cent.
By vaccination it is reduced to less than 7 per cent. The

people of Newcastle are, we hope, too sensible to show
opposition to a law that has so immensely saved life.

HEALTH OF MILE-END.

IT must be conceded that the metropolitan medical officers
of health are carrying out their responsible functions under
the Sanitary Acts with great tact and ability. The official

reports compiled by these gentlemen, which we receive from
time to time, contain ample evidence of assiduity, and of a
careful surveillance over the health of their respective dis-
tricts. The report of the sanitary condition of Mile-end
for the year ending March, 1875, has just been issued by Dr.
M. Corner. Like many of his colleagues, Dr. Corner has been
hampered in his work by the difficulty created last year regard-
ing the supply of district registrars’ returns. The deprivation
of these returns has hindered him from collating such com-
plete statistical information as he would desire to embody in
a health report. We trust this matter, which has for some
time been the b&ecirc;te noire of vestries and their medical officers,
will now be definitely arranged. The Registrar-General
evidently cannot recede from the position he has taken up
with regard to the subject. We find that the hamlet of
Mile-end maintains its reputation for salubrity. A high
birth-rate and a low mortality prevailed during the past
year. No pppcia.1 manifestation of zymotic disease occurred
in the period. There appears to be some amount of over-

crowding in the district, which will doubtless soon be
remedied by the application of the Artisans’ Dwellings Act.
The Adulteration Act is working satisfactorily. Of the
numerous samples of food &0. examined during the year by
Dr. Corner, very few were found to be adulterated.

THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

A c.ooD example has been set and material assistance
rendered to the progress of scientific medicine in France by
the legacies recently left to the Acad&eacute;mie de Medicine by
MM Desportes and Demarqnay. The former has left 30,000
francs, the interest of which is to supply an annual prize
for the best memoir on a therapeutical subject to be chosen
by the Acadernie. M. Demarquay has left to the Acad&eacute;mie
the sum of 100,000 francs towards the erection of a building
for its use worthy of the position the Acad&eacute;mie has obtained.
In case the cost of erection of such a building is defrayed by
the-Government, the interest of the legacy is to be devoted
to the establishment of an annual prize, the subject of which
is to be decided b? the Academie. M. Dema.rquay has also
left a legacy to the 11 Association Generale de Medecine de
France."

THE Royal National Lifeboat Institution has already this
year been instrumental by its lifeboats and other means in
saving 574 Hves from shipwreck on the British coasts. There
is little flourish of trumpets in the way this noble institu-
tion performs its work. Men are rescued every week from

untimely ends through its comprehensive machinery, while
the public shows very little acknowledgment of its efforts-
indeed, takes small interest in its existence. At a meeting
held last week, under the presidency of Mr. Chapman, an
account of recent proceedings of the Society was given,
when it appeared that sums amounting in all to &pound;5220 had
been given to the various lifeboat establishments. We are

sorry to observe that the receipts look very small in com-
parison with this sum. ____

By the munificence of Miss Clugston, an estate named
Broombill, with its noble mansion, situated at Kirkintilloch,
has been purchased for &pound;14,000, and was opened last week
as a Hospital for Ineurables. A large number of dis-

tinguished visitors were present at the inauguration, and
amongst them the Earl of Sbaftesbury, who uttered some
weighty words on the need of such institutions and on some
of the points which require to be observed for their success-
ful management. In a subsequent speech the earl referred
in highly laudatory terms to the energetic and praiseworthy
efforts of the sanitary authorit es of Glasgow, which had
resulted in so conspicuous an improvement of their town.

DR. WHITMORE, medical officer of health for Marylebone,
in a report just issued, expresses an opinion that the time
has now arrived when the serious attention of the Govern-
ment should be given to the consideration of such further
amendments in our present Sanitary Acts as will provide
for the compulsory isolation of all persons suffering from
infectious diseases. A legal enactment for the separation of
infected patients would without doubt be instrumental in
diminishing disease, but the difficulties in the application
of such a law must not be underrated ; we fear. it would take
a long time to accustom the public to its operation.

AT the Social Science Congress, Dr. Fussell, medical
officer of health for East Sussex, read a paper in the Health
Section on "the best means for rendering English watering-
places more efficient for obviating the dangers arising from
the occasional introduction of infectious diseases, and for
determining the annual rate of mortality in such districts."
Dr. Fussell insists that it should be made punishable to
remove a patient within six weeks from the commencement
of a contagious disorder without a certificate from the
practitioner in attendance or from the sanitary officer.

A MEEIING of the Pharmaceutical Society was held last
week, under the presidency of Mr. Hills, on the occasion
of the commencement of a new session in the educational

department. Professors Bentley, Redwood, and Attfield
testified to the great progress reade during the past summer
in the subjects of Chemistry, Materia Medica, and Botany-
branches of study over whch t’ese gentlemen most ably

preside. Mr. Ekin, of Bath, in the course of the evening,
delivered an excellent address, in which the functions of

pharmacists were very clearly defined.

AT the Poor-law Conference, held at Southport, a resolu-
tion has been passed to the effect, that inasmuch as pro-
vision is made in connexion with all modern workhouses for
chronic and harmless lunatics, with the sanction of the Local
Government Board and under the supeivision of the Com-
missioners in Lunacy, the Government grant of 4s. a head
now paid in respect of pauper lunatics in asylums ought
to be extended to such unions.
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DR. GRIFFITH, medical officer of health for Sheffield, hae
issued his second annual report of the sanitary condition 01
the borough. The rep rtis compiled with evident care, and
contains some interesting information, statistical and
otherwise. Scarlatina was fatally prevalent in the town
last year, 671 deaths being registered from this cause alone,
and there is reason to fear a continued increase of the
disease. The number of deaths returned as ui3certified
seems very large-572. Infantile mortality reached a high
figure, 2045 infants having died under one year of age out of
a total return of 10,857 births. Dr. Griffith deplores the
need of mortuaries and of accommodation for patients with
infectious diseases in the town.

IN London, last week, 1397 deaths were registered, in-

cluding 21 from measles, 110 from scarlet fever, 15 from

diphtheria, 47 from whooping-cough, 29 from different forms
of fever, and 105 from diarrhcea. No death from small-

pox was registered. Different forms of violence caused
39 deaths in the period. A death from chloroform while
the patient was undergoing operation occurred at the
Seamen’s Hospital. The Asylum Distriet’Fever and Small-
pox Hospitals at Homerton and Stockwell contained 314

patients on the 9th inst., of which number one only was a
case of small-pox. -

AT a meeting of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, held
last Saturday, under the presidency of Dr. Brewer, the
report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons
on the Hampstead Hospital question was read. Afterwards
it was agreed to appoint a special committee of the Board
to consider upon the best means of utilising the suggestion
of the report, to the effect that administrative blocks should
be erected on the vacant lands in possession of the

managers. -

THE Q’leen has granted to Dr. William Cormicb, who is
actually employed beyond Her Majesty’s dominions, in the
medical service of the Shah of Persia, in which he holds
the appointment of chief medical officer attached to the
heir apparent to the throne of Persia, her royal licence and
authority that he may accept and wear the insignia of the
Second Class of the Order of the Lion and Sun, conferred
upon him by his Majesty. -

WE understand from the Jewish World that there is great
dread of an outbreak of cholera in Jerusalem. Preventive
measures are actively pushed forward by the authorities of
the city, and the pbysician attached to the Rothschild Hos-
pital is circulating a pamphlet in which advice and instruc-
tions are given to the inhabitants. They are particularly
exhorted to practise the virtue of cleanliness.

A CHILD has been poison’ed at Barnsley by taking
Harrop’s Soothing Syrup, which, on analysis by Mr. Palmer,
of the firm of Worley & Co., M’trket-street, Manchester, was
found to contain morphia ! When will Government compel
the publication of the composition of quack medicines, and
appoint some responsible person to forbid the sale of such
as are dangerous to life ? a

NEW STUDENTS.

THE following is the latest return of the number of fresh
students at the metropolitan medical schools this session.
The returns give all the new entries at the schools, whether
first-year’s students or not : &mdash; St. Bartholomew’s, 120 ;
Guy’s, 98; University College, 85; St. Thomas’s, 74; St.

George’s, 46; Middlesex, 41; St. Mary’s, 38; London, 33;
Charing-cross, 32; Westminster, 11.

REPORT
OF

The Lancet Commission
ON THE

SANITARY CONDITION OF OUR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

SHREWSBURY.

THE school at Shrewsbury was established in the reign of
Edward the Sixth as a grammar school for the free edu-
cation of the sons of the townsmen, the head master being
permitted to receive boarders into his house who were to be
maintained at their parents’ charges. Shrewsbury, in spite
of the comparative smallness of its numbers, has always
held a prominent position among our chief public schools,
and during the last forty years its career has been most
brilliant. Shrewsbury men have repeatedly attained the
distinction of Senior Classic at the University of Cam-

bridge, and quite recently this honour has been obtained by
them three years in succession; whilst since 1848 no less
than twenty-one Porson Prizes at the same University have
fallen to their share, and since 1868 they have carried of
ten University (not College) scholarships. Such success is,
we believe, unparalleled, and appears marvellous when we
consider that the school rarely exceeds 170 in number, and
that there are no entrance scholarships to attract boys of
special promise to it.
The school buildings are situate in the town on a rising

slope of ground overlooking the river on the west, and
occupy about two acres and a half of ground. The school

proper consists of a block of stone buildings, three storeys
high, which contain the class-rooms, the library, and chapel.
The houses belonging to the head and second master lay at
right angles to the main buildings, forced back into a some-
what cramped position on the edge of the slope. At the
entrance from the town is a small house containing studies.
All the buildings are extremely old, and, with the exception
of those having class-rooms, decidedly insufficient for
the requirements of the school. In consequence of this

cramped and crowded condition of the buildings containing
the studies and dormitories, the governing body have deter-
mined to remove the institution to a more spacious and open
site. It may be asked,-What use can any criticism of ours
be now, as the school is to be removed ? We reply, that
the sanitary arrangements at Shrewsbury show what school
authorities can do towards rendering their buildings healthy
under the most disadvantageous circumstances ; and a de-
scription of what has been done at Shrewsbury will serve
as a useful example to those schools which still lag behind in
matters of sanitary reform. It has been remarked that the
health of the Shrewsbury students has been "inconsistently"
good, considering the close and narrow quarters they have
have had to live in; but this inconsistency is explained
when an examination of the premises is made, and the
care expended on minute sanitary details observed. Great
credit is due to Dr. Kenedy (the late) and the Rev. Mr. Moss
(the present head master), for their labours in this direction;
and we also think that the school has benefited in having
the advice and assistance of Sir James Paget, who is a
member of the governing body.
The school at present numbers 175 boys, 115 of whom are

boarders. The majority of the boarders reside with the
head master in two houses, one house for juniors, the other
for seniors ; about 15 boys reside in the second master’s
house; all these buildings being on the school premises.
Twenty-seven of the junior boys also board with the French
master and one of the assistant masters at their private
residences in the town. The remaining 33 boys live with


